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Tur—key Seeks To Tig_ﬁ\t

Ambassador HALUK AGCA

By Porach Mach

Turkish government is actively
seeking deeper bilateral ties and
common ground on South Sudan
development. In an  exclusive
interview with Turkish Ambas
sador 10 South Sudan Ambassa-
dor HALUK AGCA, he stressed
the Turkish determination 1o sce
meaninglul implementation of
the August 2015 signed peace
deal, pledged Lo hoost trade., and
unveiled agreements o bolster
cooperation in arcas ranging from
health-care to the environment,
tourism, finance, educalion and
communication.

However. Ambassador Haluk
satd Turkey-South Sudan rela-
tionship will see the best period
ofall time ifa finat deal is reached
on pending bilateral agrecments
between the two countries, which
he said will form the legal basis
ol cooperation (0 meet mutual
demands for the benelits of both
countries,

Turkey and Sonth Sudan may
be on opposite sides of the globe,
but the two countries have forged
a strong partnership, HALUK
AGCA, the Turkish head of mis-
sion 1o South Sudan, discusses
this partnership in the below Ex-
cepls,

How would you deseribe (he
‘Turkey’s overalt relationship
with the Republic of South
Sudun? Could you cite some
of the major reasons why the
relationship with South Sudan
is important to Turkey?

I would like to thank you for
this interview,

Turkey and South Sudan have
friendly ties and both parties de-
sire to promole bilateral relations
in all possible fields. As is known,
Turkey recognized the Republic
of South Sudan, as soon as the
country declared her independ-
ence. We hope o develop the
facndly relations between the Re-
public ol Turkey and the Repub-
lic of South Sudan to serve the
best interests of both parties in all
areas, Since the inception of the

Republic of South Sudan, Turkey
has been trying to contribute to
the capacity building e(forts of
Ihe Govermment of the Republic
of South Swdan. Turkish Coaper-
ation and Coorndination Agency
naniely TIKA decided to open
up an ollice in Juba to camy on
humanitarian and technical aids
more efficiently.

We are pleased to see that there
has been a significant progress on
the path of a lasting pcace and sta-
bility in the country. To support
this process, international com-
munity should intensify all sorts
of cooperation with the Republic
of South Sudan, particularly in
cconomic sphere. The South Su-
danese people should experience
the fruits of the peace so that they
should be encouraged 10 walk on
this path.

The peacelul resolution of
the imernal conflict also of-
fered an opportunity to speed up
the country's development and
state-building provess in view of
the fact that the country has rich
natural resources.

Since the country is situated in
a coflict-ridden neighborhoad, a
peaceful and stable South Sudan
will be an important assel to the
regional stability and peace, The
recent developments are promis-
ing.

Turkey has been supporting
the UN Mission in South Sudan
(UNMISS) by contributing 24
policemen (o UN Police Force,
namely, UNPOL mission in the
Republic ol South Sudan. Tur-
Key conlributed to UNOCHA's
humanitarian assistance for the
Republic of South Sudan by Jo-
nating 500,000 US Dollar dur-
ing Oslo Conference in May
2014, Turkey became o member
af IGAD Partners FForum as of
2008 and signed a4 Memorandum
ol Understanding with 1GAD in
2012, We have always supported
IGAD’s mediation ctlorts to seek
a peacelul solution for the cur-
rent conflict in South Sudan and
provided IGAD with 100,000 US
Dollar to help [GAD’s peace ¢f-
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forts in the Hom of Africa.

Turkey will continue humani-
lacian, technical and development
assistance 0 help the capacity
building etforts of the Republic
of South Sudan. We are looking
forward to the conclusion of the
agreement on TIKA (develop-
ment agency) which will facili-
tate such projects and programs.

We also attach importance (o
the development of our bilater-
al ¢conomic and trade relations.
Turkish economy is highly diver-
sified in terms of production and
we are ready to coopernie with
the Republic of South Sudan in
all sectors of economy.

Until recently or to put it blunt-
ly, throughout our history we
mostly focused on our relations
with the West in many senses. To
eorich our foteign relations and
to increase our friends especially
in the past decade we made ex-
tensive etforts 10 strengthen our
relations with other regions and
continents. Sub-Saharan African
countries are among  them. In
Sub-Saharan Alrica, we are plan-
ning to establish embassies in all
capital cities without exception.
Currently we have 39 embassies
in Africa.

We hope that we will be able
to play a role in construction of
South Sudan’s roads, river ports,
railways, airports, houses, hospi-
lals, universities and so on, Be-
cause the Turkish contractors are
capable of undertaking all sorts
of construction projects, includ-
ing petrochemical plants, power
plants, tourism facilities, irri-
gation, industrial plants, roads,
health Tacilities, bridges, pipe-
lines, housing projects, airpons
cte. In the period between 1972-
June 2015, the Turkish contrac-
lors have undertaken 8,606 pro-
jects in 104 countries with a total
vatue of 312 billion USD all over
the world. ‘Turkish construction
firms have already proved their
competitiveness in inlernational
arena and can undenake some
infrastructure projects in South
Sudan,

We plan to launch Turkish Air-
lines” (THY) tlights between vur
countries a frequency of a three
Nights a week. THY or Turkish
Airlines® flights hetween the two
countries will facilitate and en-
hance the contacts of the Turkish
and the South Sudanese citizens,
business people and officials,

And now South Sudan rivals
have formed Transitional
Government of National Unity
(T'GoNUJ) to end two and half
years civil war, how is Turk-
ish government planuing to
support the new formed unity
government? )

We have all along been pro-
viding  humanitarian. technical
and developmient aids as well
as trining for South Sudianese
professionals. Every year Tur-
Key grants 20-30 scholarships
o South Sudanese students tor
universily education. We will go
ahead with similar programs and
projects. Such assistunces and
projects will gain impetus and in-
crease over lime,

G

aring now more toward

ics facing South Sudan
specifically, as a nation — if
you had to pinpaint only three
issues — what would you say
are the three most critical
issues facing South Sudancese
that government should tackle
right now? How has Turkey
been able to help in those areas
and, il [they have] not, how
could they help?

First of all, peace, unemploy-
ment and skilled manpower are
apparently more pressing than
other issues. Capacity-building
process anay progress in parallel
to the creation of employment.
It is of importance to start the
training of skilled manpower pro-
grams. It goes without saying that
peace and a relative stability are
lundamental  toc  development.
Turkey may contribute 10 pro-
moting stability and prosperity
in the country through economic
cooperation.

Turkey is among the world's
leading producers of agricultural
products; textiles; motor vehi-
cles, ships and other transporta-
tion equipment; construction ma-
terials; consumer electronics and
home appliances.

Turkey has always been
self-suflicient in food  produc-
tion. Against this background,
‘Turkey can help the agricultur-
al development of South Sudan
along with animal husbandry and
aquaculture. These sectors are la-
bor intensive sectors with ample
employment opportunities. Agri-
culture is a prerequisite for food
security, national security. social
stahility and peace. Turkey it
the same time, a significant agri-
cultral machinery miinufacturer
and exporter.

Turkey has carried out many
planned  projects, such as the
Southeastern - Anawlia  Project
(G.A.P project) by relying on en-
tirely national human and other
resources. The progriam, which is
globally one of a few niega pro-
jeets with such a scale. includes
22 dams, 19 hydraulic power
plants, and the irigation of 1.82
million hectares of land. The to-
1al cost of the project is estimated
at 833 billion. The wial installed
capacity of power plants is 7,476
MW and projected annual ener-
gy production reaches 27 billion
KWh, Consequently Turkey is ex-
pericnced in such mega projects
and ready to cooperate with the
{ricndly South Sudan.

In service sector, Turkey is
ready 1o share her knowledge
wnd experience with the South
Sudanese in the fields of wourism,
linance. health, education and
communications.

In my opinion. South Suda-
nese decision-makers and busi-
ness people shoutd bear in mind
that the Turkish business peaple
are tended to Gike more risks than
thew toreign peers and may casily
adapt themselves 1o local condi-
tions Lo meel local expectations
Thus, they make sort of ideal
partners in countries where other
foreign entrepreneurs are mostly
hesttant.
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Arc there some arens where
Turkish government find it
hard not mecting their oblign-
tions?

The Republic of Svuth Sudan is
anewly independent country, The
capacity-building process was af-
fected negatively by the internal
political strife in the past two and
a half years. While the country
faces formidable challenges in
such a dire situation, political and
military tension along with mutu-
al distrust between government
and opposition would (ake time
1o disappear and in the course
of time, all goes back w normal.
The parties understandably need
time. Under these conditions. the
govemment of the Republic of
South Sudan will probably try o
do its best to go ahead with ca-
pacity-building effonts and devel-
opment of bilateral relations with
other friendly nations (o further
capacity-building and develop-
ment processes.

Please also talk about Turkey’s
development projects in ilie
comling years..,?

We are looking forward to
completing the legal framework
of our bilateral cooperntion. As
soon as the draft texts of the bi-
lateral agreements  which ‘lur-
Key proposed are signed, Turk-
ish-South ~ Sudanese  relations
will gain an impetus in all areas.
Development projects should be
decided by both sides based on
the needs of the country to be de-
fined by the Government of the
Republic of South Sudan. Tur-
key is not in a position to Taunch
4 project herself, as the Republic
of South Sudan is an independent
and sovereign state. Any project
and program should stant with
the consent, cooperation and ac-
tive participation of South Sudan,
‘Turkey proposed 1o share her
knowledge and experience with
South Sudan in restructuring the
South Sudanese healthcare sector.
South Sudan gave her assent on
the proposal. We expect a ‘Turk-
ish teehmical team from Turkey 1o
review the situation in the health-
care services sector and exchange
views with their South Sudanese
colleagues in this regard.

Is there anything about the
relationship between the two
countries or your experience
in the embassy in South Sudan
that I did not ask or touch on
and be important to share?

Bilateral agreements will form
the legal basis of our cooperation
and signing them will offer op-
partunities to make official visits
to explare potentials and chal-
lenges per possible cooperation
wrea between the two nations. s
ol great importance 10 boost our
friendly relations by exchange
of official visits at all levels. As
the politicians, bureaucrats and
technocrats meet with cach other,
new projects, ideas and proposals
will come up. Both partics have
the necessary political will (o this
end.




