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Haluk Agca The Turkish
Ambassador Spoke To The

the Turkish Ambassador to South Sudan said. He spoke yesterday to

Odongo Odoyo and Robert Nyawanda of the National Saturday at the

Embassy of the Republic of Turkey‘in Juba. Haluk said among the

many areas the country would benefit Included infrastructure building,

educatlon, tourism, capacity building, and health services among oth-

ers. He downplayed the difficultles faced by the country saying, though

¢+ National team: What do you think of
South Sudan?
Haluk Agea: South Sudan is a young coun-
try; they have never had a state in history
before, all this difficultics should be consid-

ered normal, you lace a lot of difficulties and :

hardships (o build your country. Building tye
country dves not only mean independence,
you have (0 establish your institutions and *
build yonr infrustructure. in all areas of life

and that is not an easy job, that is why you .

have a lot of difficultics. The country is very
rich. not anly in oil but also natural gas,
gold, silver, copper, iron, uraniuni, platinum
all sorts of winerals, ptus rich forests and

the nature 1s beautiful. South Sudancse are !
proud of their country and that’s important
this makes a good character. T believe you |
have a bright future but for the tme being
yq_ir“have to sutfer, you should not give up,

continue the struggle. If you thiuk you do not

have a future you will lose your future if yon
think you have a {wiure then you will have

one.

. Natlonal Team: We are interested to
know nbout Turkey and their foreign
policy, how do you Inter relate with
South Sudan?

Haluk: As far as bilateral relationships be-

tween Turkey and south Sudan. we arc one

ol the first countrics who recognized the in-

dependence of the Republic of Suuth Sudan,

when we understood Somh Sudan would be

an independent country, we established a

consult as soon as you declared your inde- ;

pendence we changed (hat inta an cmbassy,
so we have been here for a long time. You
may ask why we arc here. We are not part
of Troika or African Union although we are

candidate member of the European Union so
we are not involved in the peace process in |
Addis Abaha, We are here because we need

fricnds and we want good relations with ;. 8
South Sudan since like many countries we

need support of our [riends in intemational :

platfonns like the Uniled Nations

Your !

country also treeds o be constructed from

almost zero point and Torkish is second in

the construction arca worldwide. Turkish

construction companies can construct any-

thing. roads. power plants, buildings, air-

ports, bridges, rail roads, ports etc, we are |

second after China and the United States is

third. We can compete apainst any construc-
tion company; we are (he fastest. do a decent

job and the prices are lower compared lo our

compelilors. We are also suflicient in foxt ©

industry we arc self reliant, we are among !

the few countries that Teed huge parts of the

world, and our produicls are in markets in ¢

Europe.

. National Team: You mentioned you
have been here long; you must have
been Involved In the support of the
struggle for independence?

THaluk: You are right but atf the monent Chi-

na, United States. African Union, IGAD are |

mare engaged with the peace process.

*  Natfonal Team: In terms of agricul-
tural technology, what can you offer
so that South Sudan con also be sell
relian like Turkey and what other
areas do you think the country can
focus on?

Haluk: We can have joint ventures with
South Sudan companics and businessmen
for example. We produce agricultural ma-
chinery all sorts of machinery and expart,

Turkey is also number six in Europe for all |

sorts of trucks, cars, buses. In truck and bus

production we are very cilicient. You have

National Saturday
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the situation looked dire all that was needed was the belief and tenacity

to carry on, giving up on the South Sudanese dream he sald was not an

optlon as many other countries face similar problems. He was enthusi-

astic about the first World Humanitarian Summit scheduled for Istan-

bul next month.(pics by Chol Anei)

In an exclusive interview the National Saturday brings to you the One

a greal tourism polential in this country, we

can have joint companics. partnerships in
tourism and can also give training (0 yom
citizens, and we have so many schools train-
ing cooks and all those personal and skilled
man power. Turkey provides first rate good
quality service: no one can comnpete with
us in tourism. In 2014 our revenucs {rom
the tourism sector was 295 billion dollars,
we are the sixth most visited country in the
world 39 8 million (hat is three limes your
population visited Turkey in 2014 alone,
Istanbnl is the ninth lourist destination city
in the world, in 2012 119 visited 1stanbul
alone. We also have health tourism we have
very good hospitals at almost half the cost in
other countries. By investing in tourism you
create lots of Jobs, we have cooks, cleaners,
waiters, drivers, so many people if you want
to provide employment fasier Jocus on four-
1sm.

. National Team: So would Turkey
focus on developing tourism in this
country?

Haluk: it is important for us and Tourism
will be important lo Turkey. we have more
than 1 million beds in hotels, we aim (o in-
crease this number. there is a reason Turkey
airline was sclected the best airline for five
years, it contributes to the developmeni of
world tourism, we have the most destina-
tions comparcd to any other airlinc in the
world. Training and education 1s the secret
behind all this, this makes the difference,
and we can offer this.

on One with the Turkish Ambassador Haluk Agca.

*  Natlonal Team: Do you have any
major investmen( In South Sudan at
the moment?

Ialuk: we have cooperation, we are about
to send SSTV second group for training in
‘Turkey and the Turkish government takes
care of (he expenses, about 10 or 15 people
will benefit. We can also provide raining if
we receive a request, we have never received
a request from South Sudan saying for ex-
ample can you give us Lraining in a certain
area, they have never said, mostly we de-
cide, or when 1 meet an official a project or
idea cames up. We can also cooperale in the
area of education we have 189 universities,
Every year we grant scholarships to South
Sudanese cilizens for university education
last year we granted 31 but only 29 went,
normally we grant between 20 and 30.

¢ Natiopal Team: On the world human

rights summit, what do you think

the world and South Sudan will gain

from thls major event?
Haluk: Intermational organizations includ-
ing NGO’s and countrics are cxtending
their helping hand to the South Sudanesc
who suffered from such disasiers, of course
inlemnational humanitarian assistance pro-
vided for the Republic of South Sudan is
not enough, 1 understand that from the UN
agencies slatement reports, they always say
that humanilarian assistance is nol enough.
Most countries are assisting individually
and organizations are also helping but if we
can coordinate all these assistances, then the
international humanitarian assistance will
meet the nalions needs, certainly we caonot
single out Seuth Sudan, a lot of countries
like South Sudan are in (rouble. you are not
the country in the worst situation, everybody
will perceive their problems to be bigger this
is natural. the intemational community will
vet together and talk about what they can do
lo operate and be more efficient, that is why
this is important. And South Sudan delega-
tion is expected.



